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U.S. Dominicans are clearly committed to solidarity with those who are pushed to the devastating margins of the world. Our specific commitments are stated in the Dominican Call to Justice 2015-2017.  

“We see the violence in our world and the insecurity and fear that it spawns. We believe in the sacredness of the whole of life and the right to live and flourish in a peaceful, secure world. Our efforts are focused on that which promotes just, inclusive, and mutually-beneficial relationships.” 

“We are called by the Gospel mandate and our Catholic social teaching on the dignity of all persons; we are compelled to take action…” by addressing the causes of human suffering, especially at this time of refugees.

Our ongoing commitment to the people of Iraq is now focused on their displacement within their own country. Likewise our commitment to Palestinian liberation now focuses on Palestinian refugees forced from their refugee camps to be made refugees yet again. 

Danger in parts of Africa and Afghanistan has forced many into the terrifying category of refugee. 
 
These and the four million Syrian refugees represent an unfathomable humanitarian crisis that must move us Dominicans to action. 

Much of Europe is reaching out to take in hundreds of thousands of Syrian families. Germany, which is one quarter the size of the United States, has pledged to bring in 100,000 refugees before the end of this year.

Secretary of State John Kerry has announced that the United States will take in 85,000 refugees in 2016 and 100,000 more in 2017. This is the least a country as large and as wealthy as ours can do. 

Helping and welcoming the stranger, the poor and the needy is not only the signature pronouncement of the Statue of Liberty, but is at the heart of the biblical message, so beautifully expressed by Pope Francis.

We have an essential role to play in this urgent humanitarian crisis. The DSC Convocation urges each Congregation to:

1.     Meet to decide how we can support incoming refugees by:
a.      Providing Direct Service, such as taking in a refugee family 
b.     Taking political Action, such as lobbying for local and federal policies that respect the dignity of refugees, and 
c.      Working for systemic change, by identifying and addressing root causes of the refugee crisis.

2.     Work with other religious and civic groups to support the incoming refugee population. 
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