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Pat welcomes, introduces the delegates, and asks the participants to introduce themselves by name and congregation/province. 
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	To provide a resource that can be used by other justice promoters and justice partners in order to build the capacity of the Dominican delegation “ I Have family in Iraq 2015” to tell the story of the suffering, courage, and needs of the Iraqi people, to a diverse audience.

Slide of Delegation Logos

Slide of Button

In early January 2015, three Dominican women from the United States traveled to Iraq on behalf of the Dominican Order in the United States.  

While the primary purpose of this visit was to offer solidarity and support

to the Iraqi Dominican Congregation of St. Catherine of Siena of Mosul, now displaced in Erbil, Kurdistan-Iraq,

it remains the intention of the delegation and wider Dominican Family to bring the humanitarian crisis in Iraq to greater visibility,

create forums for dialogue and discussion about US responsibilities toward the displaced Iraqis and influence public opinion and government policy regarding the current crisis in Iraq.  (Marceline continues while this slide is up)
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	January 2015 Statistics on IDPs

· The number of displaced people in Iraq stands at over 2.1 million as of January 2015. Communities across the country are affected and women and girls remain particularly vulnerable facing security and protection concerns, risk of sexual violence and abuse, including sexual slavery, torture and kidnappings perpetrated by ISIL.

· A gender and age profile of the displaced population shows that the percentage of females is higher than males across the different age groups. Girls in the age groups of 9-16 years were particularly identified at risk of early/forced marriage.  Erbil, 28th January 2015:  The United Nations 

As members of the US Dominicans we have a particular relationship with the Iraqi Dominican family- a relationship forged in the context of two wars and more than a decade of punitive sanctions and embargo on Iraq.  
For more than 15 years, US Dominicans and Iraqi Dominicans have committed to build relationships of mutual respect, understanding and support, characterized by reconciliation and solidarity.

“We Have Family In Iraq” has not only served to give expression to the solidarity we share as a Dominican family, But it has broadened awareness and critical thinking within the wider US community and Church…

…about the Iraqi people, their culture, their history and their suffering as well as the reality that the indigenous people of Iraq, the Assyrians, have been Christian for two millennia and targeted violence is driving them out of their homeland

Ever since the 2006 bombing of the Golden Dome Shia Mosque in Samarra, (suh-mahr-uha) series of insurgent led attacks and increasing terrorism within Iraq have led to massive migration of Iraqis within their country as well as to other countries.

(show map of diaspora)  

To date between 4 and 5 million Iraqis have been displaced.  Almost half of these are in various stages of resettlement living with “temporary guest status” in many countries including Lebanon, Turkey, Jordan Egypt and Syria.  Because they lack refugee status in these countries they are unable to apply for work.  In many of these countries they are also unable to access education, social services and healthcare.  For the most part, the displaced Iraqi population is living in limbo, trying to eke out survival from one day to the next depleting every resource they have to survive.
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	(Sr. Huda and her IDP Family) 	
Dominican Sisters of Mosul are themselves Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in Iraq.  They have had to leave their motherhouse in Mosul, then their convents in Qarakosh and nearby Christian towns in Northern Iraq, fleeing with others this past August, 2014 to Erbil, in Kurdistan Iraq when ISIS/L terrorists closed in on them.

As ISIS was approaching the Christian villages of northern Iraq on the evening of August 6th, the Peshmerga forces withdrew their protection and the vulnerable Iraqi residents had only a few brief hours in which to pack up their families and most essential personal items and start out toward Erbil.  

For days all the refugees slept on the streets, in parks, schools, churches, seminaries, and mosques across Kurdistan-Iraq until humanitarian agencies could begin to set up tents and emergency response programs.  It is estimated that at least 120,000 Christians have recently fled to Erbil, Iraq.  The population of Christians in Iraqis diminished dramatically from 1.5 million in 2003 to less than 450,000 by 2013.  

(pictures of IDP Centers) As winter was approaching the northern sector of Iraq, the humanitarian response began to address the need to protect the refugees from the penetrating cold

Displaced persons were moved to unfinished or abandoned hotels, uncompleted retail malls,

and half-built housing projects were acquired as ‘temporary shelters’ for Iraqi refugees.  
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	The Chaldean and Syriac Bishops, Dominican friars, Dominican sisters and lay Christians were among those who negotiated space and funding for these emergency shelters for displaced persons.

(picture of Kaznazan) Tarpaulin was stretched across vacant windows and walls of unfinished two family homes 

and tents were replaced with aluminum 10ft x 20ft containers

wherein Iraqi families, anywhere from 8 to 20 people are now living in a temporary and short-term solution to the ever looming question:

“Where do we go from here?”  
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	(Picture of those who have shared this with us) 
In addition to the trauma of being forced out of their homes and villages by ISIS last August, 2014, many of the Christian displaced persons are receiving taunting calls from their former neighbors:  “ I am standing in your shop now,” or “ I am living in your home now.”  Some of the refugees are finding their belongings for sale in the “Robber’s Market” in Kurdistan. The experience of betrayal and exploitation is widespread among the Christian community and although some are wistful about a return to their villages, most realize that return is no longer possible.

We learned from the U.S. consulate that the return of the Christians would require protection that cannot be provided by the international community and in many situations the roads and towns

have been mined and IEDs have been deployed by the terrorists.
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	In the midst of this trauma, disorientation and heartache, the Dominican Sisters of St. Catherine of Mosul, Iraq are committed to be ‘sisters’ to the Iraqi people

and to be signs of hope in what could easily become a despairing situation. 

The kind of hope to which the Iraqi Dominican Sisters witness “is not an attitude that allows one to sit back and wait for God to accomplish that for which we yearn.”  Rather, the sisters are “witnessing to a “hope which turns its face toward the future while anchoring its feet in the now.”  (quote taken from Nadine Foley, OP, Advent, 2014 preaching – original source: Marilyn Chandler McIntyre, from “The Hope is in the Waiting,” Weavings, Vol. 27, No. 2, p. 12).  

During our days with the Dominican Sisters of St. Catherine of Mosul, it was apparent that they, like their people, are traumatized by terrorism, as well as bewildered by the ‘temporary, provisional and moment-to-moment living that is now their reality.  

However, as women of hope, their feet are firmly planted in solidarity with the displaced Iraqi people and their ministries reflect both the efforts to work to alleviate the suffering of the now while creating a future through plans for education, healthcare and care for vulnerable children.
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	Ministry to the Displaced Iraqi People
(Healthcare support) Shortly after arriving in Erbil, Sr. Diana Momeka, OP and Fr. Behnam Benoka found a tent and opened a clinic with volunteer doctors and Nurses – who are themselves displaced persons. 

Eventually several humanitarian agencies, including, CNEWA, the Pontifical Mission, International SOS, and Samaritan’s Purse, began contributing some support to this clinic which is located in walking distance to two IDP centers. 

By January 2015, the clinic has a staff of 50 volunteers and delivers care to between 400 and 500 IDP patients every day.
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	(Education/ Child Stimulation,):  The Government of Kurdistan Iraq does not have the capacity to integrate the IDP Iraqi children into their already stressed school system.

Many of the Kurdistan Iraq schools are already running three shifts of 2-3 hours a day in order to accommodate the regular, non-IDP population.  In addition, books and teaching are in the Kurdish language, not Arabic, which is the language of the displaced persons.

Several NGOs are offering activities for children under their protection programs in the camps. 

The Dominican Sisters are going into the camps

engaging children in group activities that help them cope with their trauma and isolation

Among the deepest ministerial concerns of the Sisters is how to provide education for the Iraqi IDP children within their current location- Erbil, Kurdistan, Iraq.  Recently the Sisters have acquired a small house in Erbil where they will establish a kindergarten for approximately 120 children.  Sr. Ban has already contacted teachers to come and volunteer.

While trying to negotiate the temporariness of the overall IDP status and the ambivalence of the Kurdistan-Iraq Government toward providing permanence for these refugees from ISIS in Kurdistan, the Sisters see the need to open a primary-secondary school for Muslim and Christian displaced children in Erbil so that they can continue their education, recover some semblance of their childhood and

experience some semblance of security and physical order in the midst of their trauma and disorientation. This mission will need private donations since the Kurdistan government will probably not have the budget capacity to meet this need.
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	Advocacy and Pastoral Care
The Christian community in Iraq is several centuries old and is now under threat of extinction by terrorists.  The faith of this ancient Christian community is deep and visible.  The faith of the people is essential to the capacity of this threatened group to sustain itself. 

(Photo Sisters in Centers) A critical part of the Sisters’ ministry to the displaced Iraqi Christians is to be a presence of the church among them.  

(Sarah and Huda) In every IDP center where Christians reside, the Sisters are present to listen and offer council and support, advocate for better living conditions, provide worship spaces for the community within IDP Center, to fill in gaps of services such as medicines, transportation, blankets, clothing, support for emergency hospital care).  

(Photo Suhanna, Rachma, etc.)  Three of the Dominican Sisters of Mosul have moved into an unfinished housing project where 400 IDP families have been living with sporadic electricity and water supply.  In this context, the sisters not only provide catechetics and pastoral care, but they are also advocates for the essential services often ignored by the Kurdistan government.
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	(Photo Luma, Diana, Nazick) 	Several of the Sisters who are trained theologians are involved in on-going theological education for the Christian community through the recently relocated Babel College.  This is the only institute in Iraq that offers theological education for all groups of Christians.  The vision of this small college is to train Iraqi educators and pastoral leaders to keep Christianity alive in Iraq.  

(Photo Bishop Saad) 	The President of the college, Bishop Saad, was kidnapped and tortured in 2006 for 28 days by terrorists.  His vision, despite the tentativeness of the present reality for Christians in Iraq, is to partner with some American based schools to provide electronic based education in English and theology so as to build partnerships for the sustainability of Christianity in Iraq.
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	(photo sisters in Jordan) Beyond Iraq, Dominican Sisters of Mosul Iraq are serving Iraqis and other refugees in limbo awaiting resettlement to other countries.  

Sisters Maryan, Sarah, and Najma are currently offering healthcare services in Jordan to a diverse refugee population awaiting resettlement there. 

Their clinic ministers to as many as 400-500 patients a day, mostly women and children.  
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	(photo in Jordan of Sisters with refugees) In addition, these Sisters are also offering pastoral care and other forms of support to the Iraqi Christian population in Jordan

who have been lingering without services as they wait word on their future.   (another photo) Millions of refugees from terrorism are in Jordan, Turkey, Syria and Lebanon waiting for years for word of where they will live next.
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	How do we make hope with the Iraqi people?

Hope is not an attitude that allows one to sit back and wait for God to accomplish that for which we yearn.  Rather, hope turns its face toward the future while anchoring its feet in the now.
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	BRIDGE How do we make hope with the Iraqi people?

ADVOCACY to the U.S. Government 
· Pressure Central Government of Iraq and Government of Kurdistan to provide security and capacity for displaced Iraqis to remain in Iraq
· Increase International Assistance in Budget to build capacity to respond to crises.
· Expedite resettlement and increase resettlement quotas for Iraqis to United States
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	Support Ministries of Iraqi OP Sisters 
Send donation to:
Adrian Dominican Sisters
In memo line of check “Iraqi Sisters Fund”
1257 East Siena Heights Drive
Adrian, Michigan 49221
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	May Peace Prevail in Iraq


		 
Questions and Answers
	

	 
