Welcome to the 2nd Convocation of the Dominican Sisters Conference.

First of all, I would like to acknowledge the Planning Committee that has been working on the Convocation since 2013. This is one hard-working and committed group of women. If you have participated in any way on the Planning Committee, will you please stand?
We’ve had a lot of preparation for these days.  In 2012, in this very room, we were asked by Lucianne Siers, Margaret Mayce, and Pat Daly, “What is Earth Asking of the Dominican Order?” In 2014, with the assistance of a beautiful video created by the Earth Council of the OPSCC, Dominicans all around the country gathered in area meetings and studied the Faith Praxis Cycle on Global Climate Change. And over the past year, you have all received the monthly series, Paris 2015 and Counting . . . Would all of you who have participated on the Paris 2015 Committee please stand?
In 2010 we created a new organization, the Dominican Sisters Conference, out of the Federation of Dominican Sisters and the Dominican Leadership Conference. We are membership and leaders together. We are an organization finding its wings. We may now be getting ready to fly for we can now say that we know our mission, 
The Dominican Sisters Conference unites the sisters and associates of U.S. Dominican Congregations in their mission to preach the Gospel of Jesus, standing as a clear voice for truth, justice, and peace.
[bookmark: _GoBack]So with all of this preparation, we stand here today.
You know our theme, Preaching the Word – The Dominican Imperative – Yesterday – Today – Tomorrow. 
Yesterday, because we continue to celebrate 800 years of passionate Dominicans preaching the Gospel of Jesus – addressing the critical needs of our times. Preaching by Dominican nuns, friars, laity, sisters, and associates. We remember the words of our sister Catherine of Siena, “Preach the Word as if you had a million voices. It is silence that kills the world.” 
Our brother Antonio de Montesinos was not silent in the 500 years ago. Preaching for his community in Santo Domingo he said, ¿Con qué derecho y con qué justicia . . . ?  “With what right and with what justice do you hold these Indians in such cruel and horrible servitude? ¿Con qué autoridad? With what authority have you waged such detestable wars against a people who were so gentle and peaceful . . .?”  ¿Esto no entendéis, esto no sentís? “Do you not understand this?  Do you not feel this?”
 	And what of our founders? What of Angela and Benven Sansbury who opened the first school conducted by American Dominican Women in 1823? What of the courage of Samuel Mazzuchelli and the four cornerstones of the new community of Dominican Women in Sinsinawa? What of Marie Goemaere in California? How did she preach in a land where the languages were English and Spanish, while hers was French? And Benedicta Bauer, answering the call to preach in the American mission sent sisters to from Germany to New York who would branch out into the Regensburg Tree, and to follow them eventually herself. She and her sisters did not respond out of vision of what would be, but rather as a response to the call of the needs of their time? And what about our courageous foundresses among us who let go of the particularity of their congregations to become The Dominican Sisters of Peace? Peace – which we so need today!
Yes. We have a rich history. We are standing on some strong shoulders. But we won’t remain in the past for long, for tonight we will be visited by emissaries from the year 1207 who will encourage us to engage in the issues of Today – which we will do tomorrow – on Friday. 
· Today, there are more children, women, and men in slavery than any other time in history.  We can echo the words of Antonio de Montesinos “By what right . . . ?” ¿Con qué derecho?
· Today, Arctic sea ice coverage has shrunk to the lowest levels since modern records began. ¿Con qué derecho?
· Today, nuclear weapons pose the biggest threat to Earth’s environment.  This very year scientists moved the hands on the Doomsday Clock two minutes closer to midnight. The clock now stands at three minutes to apocalypse. ¿Con qué derecho?
· Today, surely at this very moment, countless refugees are fleeing war and poverty in the Middle East, Africa and Asia, creating the biggest refugee crisis in Europe since World War 2. This is a human crisis of immense proportions. ¿Con qué derecho?
· Today, in our own country, women and children are being “detained” in intolerable and inhumane conditions. We can hardly criticize European countries who want to close their borders. ¿Con qué derecho?
As we sadly know, this litany of today’s issues could continue. And we will continue to preach about them with passion. At the same time it is good to remind one another that we are also called to be joyful preachers. So on Friday evening we will dance and on Saturday evening we will feast. There’s a little bit of festivities this evening too!
On Saturday we will consider what’s next as we look toward Tomorrow. We will commission our sisters who will be attending the Climate Conference in Paris, and engage in corporate actions together. We will be asking our representatives for a binding agreement that commits the world to reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 
I wonder in all of our tomorrows, how will each of us bind ourselves to this call to which Earth is asking us. Remember, we must also be credible preachers.
Finally on Sunday, our day of gratitude, we will celebrate all that we are, all that we have done, and all that we bring to our Eucharistic table. From there we will be sent filled, and ready to share the fruits of our days together with our sisters and brothers.
	So during these days of the Convocation, let the preaching continue – preaching the Word – The Dominican Imperative. We are passionate preachers. We are joyful preachers. We strive to be credible preachers.  Yesterday – Today – Tomorrow. 
And so tonight we will drink deeply from the well of our past.
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