How to Assist Refugees Coming to the United States
Members of the Iraq Coordinating Committee contacted USCCB Migration and Refugee Services (USCCB/MRS) to explore the possibility that we might do what Pope Francis has mandated religious communities in Europe to do: provide shelter and support for refugee families. The pope himself is hosting two refugee families at the Vatican.

We were specifically interested in welcoming refugees from Iraq.* 
In conversation with USCCB/MRS program directors we learned of four ways that our congregations and individuals might offer assistance that can be of valuable help to refugee families arriving in the United States:

Model #1 Volunteer. Individual sisters or communities contact a local USCCV/MRS affiliate and volunteer to assist them with resettling refugees in their area.
Model #2 Remote Placement Program (RPP). This is a pilot program developed by USCCB/MRS to help refugee families that want to be resettled in a community where their relatives live that is more than 100 miles away from the nearest USCCB/MRS affiliate. Affiliates may only resettle refugees within a 100 mile radius of their offices. In this model our religious communities, or in some cases local houses of our religious communities, would sign an Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with USCCB/MRS to serve as the liaison between USCCB/MRS and the family, helping to fulfill the government requirements for services to refugees and assisting the arriving families.
Model #3 Collaboration with Catholic Charities. If a congregation is unable to sign an MOU, the local Catholic Charities office does so, and the members of the congregation volunteer to assist Catholic Charities with the tasks necessary to help the family resettle.

Model #4 Affiliation. Congregations able to assist with the resettlement of 35 or more refugees a year may choose to become a USCCB/MRS affiliate and set up their own resettlement agency.
*While it may be possible that some of the refugees assisted through these means are Iraqi refugees, it is more likely that they will be Syrian or Afghani refugees, or from some other group. Because USCCB/MRS is contracted with the U.S. Department of State for refugee resettlement services, all non-discrimination policies (i.e., nationality, ethnicity, religious affiliation, sexual orientation) apply.

If you would like more information about any of these options please provide contact information and someone from USCCB/MRS will be in touch.

For questions: Beth Murphy, OP | 312-780-9553 | sbmurphy@spdom.org
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