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2 Tim 1:6-8, 13-14

For this reason, I remind you to stir into flame the gift of God that you have through the imposition of my hands. For God did not give us a spirit of cowardice (timidity) but rather of power and love and self-control. So do not be ashamed of your testimony to our Lord, nor of me, a prisoner for God’s sake; but bear your share of hardship for the gospel with the strength that comes from God.

Take as your norm the sound words that you heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. Guard this rich trust with the help of the holy Spirit that dwells within us.
The Word of God.

Three elements are needed for fire – to “stir into flame” (Wikipedia):
	Heat
	Fuel, and
	An oxidizing agent

Timothy was apparently a timid young man, gifted, but one who avoided the mantle of leadership. Paul reminds Timothy to BE BOLD and to embrace the duties which his station required. Timothy stood in the grace of his grandmother Lois and his mother Eunice. Lois and Eunice were preachers, according to accounts of their ability to pass on the faith! His community needed new leaders in the faith. Paul, wanting to be sure that the faith was passed on, exhorted Timothy: Build on your inheritance from your grandmother and your mother and me. Stir this giftedness into flame! Timothy, be an oxidizing agent!
	
I want to suggest that, for evangelization today, preachers are the oxidizing agents. For good news to be heard today, preachers are the oxidizing agents. For Dominican mission, preachers are the oxidizing agents. For God’s reign of justice and peace to burn away cruelty, inequity, callous disregard and indifference, preachers are the oxidizing agents. Catherine of Siena, too, urges us to stir into flame the gift of God we have through our vowed or Associate Dominican life when she issues the challenge:  If we are who we are meant to be, we will set the world on fire. We are called to BE BOLD, not timid. We are called to be oxidizing agents.

Here’s another thing about fire: 
A fire naturally occurs when the three elements of fuel, heat and an oxidizing agent are present and combined in the right mixture, meaning that fire is actually an event rather than a thing.

“Fire is actually an event rather than a thing.” I don’t know exactly what that means, but it resonates with Dominican Life, and Preaching, and “probing the Deep Story supporting the Holy Preaching for the transformation of people and planet.” These too are events, not things. They are activities. They become movements. Through them, we bring about the change we are called to be.

We have more than enough fuel and heat – the injustices, stressors, and challenges of life in our time. Yesterday we explored several issues that are fuel for the fire:  situations and systems that are serious impediments to God’s dream. These need a spark from a preacher-movement to be transformed:

Racism, human trafficking, nuclear issues and war, inhumane migration, poverty and an inequitable economic system, lack of access to healthcare, neglect of Earth, disregard of the giftedness and equality of women.

To bring about transformation of these impediments, we need oxidizing agents.

The encyclical Laudato Si has fanned quite a few flames! In speaking of flames I do not make light of the extreme heat, fire and drought that are ravaging the western part of our country and many other regions. Indeed, it is the very scourge of climate change and harm to Earth and all its inhabitants that Pope Francis addresses in Laudato Si, with its subtitle On Care for our Common Home. 

There is a certain rhythm in the naming of encyclicals. Sort of a call and response.

With what names and subtitles might we begin tomorrow’s holy preaching, so that we can be oxidizing agents of change? Something that will begin, and sustain, an event to assure God’s reign of justice and peace? An event that will BOLDLY invite our sisters and brothers to join the holy preaching in order to purify and heal all that ails our Earth and her people? I would like to suggest some titles for our preaching imperative… tomorrow. Titles that issue a call and invite a response – such as:


	CALL
	RESPONSE

	Of course: Laudato Si
	To Care for our common home

	Dominic left us with each other
	To build bonds among us to end racism and all forms of exclusion

	Resound with a single voice
	To erase the false boundaries of poverty and our inequitable economic system

	Preach the Word of loving liberation
	To free all from human trafficking

	Engage in careful study and vigorous dialogue 
	To end the heresy of might that leads to nuclear issues and war and GUNS

	Put your hands into the hands of another
	To welcome people on the path of migration into wholeness of life

	Sustain the mission 
	To  foster new life, encourage the youth, and develop the gifts of ALL called to Dominican life

	Commit to dialogue and collaboration
	To find daring new pathways forward as sisters and brothers

	Fan the charism we have inherited
	To bring healing to all who are ill in mind, body or spirit

	Drink deeply from the well
	To heal Earth and honor her sustaining gifts

	And my personal favorite: Share your audacious personality
	To call forth the giftedness of women, first followers of the holy preaching




Preachers are oxidizing agents. This kind of climate change is needed! Preachers, take as your norm the words of the Gospel. The preaching imperative needs you! Stir into flame the gift of God that you have! 
